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After Summer 


This autumn hush is golden-cool: 

Blue shadows lie in midday sun; 

The children’s shouts are trapped in school, 
And insect symphonies are done. 


No breeze attends the slow leaf’s fall, 
And silent birds know song is lost. 

A golden stillness muffles all, 

And earth, resigned, awaits the frost. 


Ruth DeLong Peterson 
New London, lowa 


Crimpville Comments 


Thanksgiving 


We recall that we studied as children 
About a brave little Pilgrim crew 

That sailed upon the Mayflower 

To find a Jand they knew 

Would bring them peace and happy homes 
With religious freedom in living; 

Thence this great festival came to be— 
The celebration of Thanksgiving. 


Let us think once more of our forefathers 
When they reached the American shore 
In December of 1620 

During perilous days of yore. 

A long, dreary winter lay before them, 
Marked with hunger, disease, and cold; 
And there were few who survived to relate 
Those gripping experiences of old. 


In the spring they courageously planted seed, 
Toiling hard to make it grow; 

And they were blessed with abundance 
Before the first fall of snow. 

They were happy and prepared a feast, 

Gave thanks and recognition 

For all the blessings that came their way, 
Which thenceforth became a tradition. 


In modern times at the close of harvest— 
On the last Thursday in November, 
Americans anticipate 

A sumptuous turkey dinner 

With family members gathered ’round 
To commemorate anew and give 

Humble thanks for this great heritage— 
America, our home where we live. 


Mildred S. Grave 
Fort Dodge, lowa 
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A Bit OF HISTORY 


A recent issue of the Crimp Ville Comments pictured 
the flag raising on lwo Jima. This was the premier 
photograph of World War fl and has been duplicated 
many times in photos, on stamps, and in statues. 


But this was not the first flag raised on lwo Jima. 
That honor belongs to Marine Lieutenant Schirer. 
He had carried with him, a small flag about the size 
of those used to decorate veterans’ graves. 


He found a long piece of pipe, hitched the flag on to 
it and raised the flag. 


It was quickly realized that this flag was too smali. A 
request was made for a larger flag and one was sup- 
plied by LST-779 which was unloading supplies. 


Some four hours later, the picture was taken by 
combat photographer Joseph Rosenthal. 


Handling the raising of the flag were five Marines 
and one Navy medic. 


As with all notable periods in history, there is an up- 
side and a downside. The upside was the raising of 
the Flag. The downside was that Joe Rosenthal, and 
three Marines were killed on Iwo Jima.. 


We need to remember that the freedom that we 


enjoy was purchased at a great price by those that 
sacrificed their lives. 
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OPEN HOUSE 
TO HONOR OUR VETERANS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2012 
2:00PM — 4:00PM 
ERNEST A. TAFT, JR. HISTORICAL MUSEUM 


ALL ARE WELCOME 


Military uniforms and other items will be on display. 


PERT ERT OE ROG Ret AYRE LOLOL CE ORL ODS Catal Pat ts top tns trp tap a trateg tp ng 
‘ 


Tho President of tho United States issucd on Juné 12, 1961, a proclamation 
which calls for the American flag to be flown night and day at the Martine Corps 
Memorial in Adlington, Virginia, across the Poismac River from tho Nation's 


Capitol, 


OLD GLORY 


| am Old Glory: For more than nine score years | 
have been the banner of hope and freedom for gen- 
eration after generation of Americans. Born amid 
the first flames of America’s fight for freedom, | am 
the symbol! of a country that has grown from a little 
group of thirteen colonies to a united nation of fifty* 
sovereign states. Planted firmly on the high pinnacle 
of American Faith my gently fluttering folds have 
proved an inspiration to unfold millions. Men have 
followed me into battie with unwavering courage. 
They have looked upon me as a symbol of national 
unity. They have prayed that they and their fellow 
citizens might continue to enjoy the life , liberty lib- 
erty and pursuit of happiness, which have been 
granted to every American as the heritage of free 
men. So long as men love liberty more than life it- 
self; so long as they treasure the priceless privileges 
bought with our forefathers; so long as the principles 
of truth, justice and charity for all remain deeply 
rooted in human hearts, | shall continue to be the 


enduring banner of the United States of America. 
*updated 
Originally written by Marine Master Sergeant Percy Webb 
(1879-1945), Sergeant Webb wrote this famous flag tribute in the origi- 
nal“Our Flag” booklet first distributed at the Chicago World’s Fair, 1933. 
Taken from “Our Flag” a U.S. Marine Corps booklet. 


THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE 
WHO HAVE SERVED OR ARE 
NOW SERVING OUR COUNTRY. 


The following pictures were taken from the 
Woonsocket Cail during World War II. 


: MURLIN HENDERSON 
a “Wounded 


2 | a Brothers H ae 


Eugene Trudeau, US Air, Forces,’ 
has returned to his base at Larime, 
Wyo., after spending the past 10. 
days at the home of his parents, Mr. 
path Mrs. Henry se usent of Silver 
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franklin Flier Lost Over T ok: 7 


brothers’ 
‘Four. casualties two of them South Belling ham 
Weiided on opposite sides of the globe, were added today 
to the list for the Woonsocket area. 


PFC. EMERSON ELDRED ae 


4 An ain ae ne 


s JOHN R. HENDERSON | | 
ai ‘Wounded © wens 


. 
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© Serving in the infantry, one of 
the South Bellingham brothers, 
Pfc. John KR. Henderson was; 
wounded in Germany, and’ the 
other, Pfc. Murlin R. Henderson, ‘in: 
the marine corps, was wounded. at, 
‘Iwo Jima. ‘ | 
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Be vite and 13 months old -daugh ry 


of Mrs. Isabelle MacDougall, 344 
Second | avenue, Woonsocket. 


Pie. ‘ldredge 
Of Bellingham 


War Prisoner 


BELLINGHAM — Previously 
listed * as missing in action’ in 
France, Pfc. Emerson C, Eldredge 
is a prisoner of war of the German 
government, it was learned today. 

A! War department telegram to’ 
his . wife, Mrs. Virginia (Mac- 
Dougall) Eldredge, received last 
night, listed him as prisoner. He 
{ had been missing since Sept. 21, 

Overseas since March, Private! 
Eldredge, who is 26, served in 
Italy before going. to southern 
France, He entered: service’ in 
September, 1943, 

He is the gon*of Mrs. Jennie 
Eldredge of Bellingham Center, His 
Barbata Jean, also make - their 

home in Bellingham. Center. 
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The soldier's wife is a @: -ughter 


ae saa 
AMPHIBIOUS ... Herne: Pou- | 
liot. motor machinist's mate 3/6, | 
now stationed in Washington, D. | : 
C., is a son of Mr. and Mrs.. Al- 
fred Pouliot. He has been in. the | 
navy nine months. His wife, the | 
former Rita Dufresne, resides see 
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Bellingham Brothers Battling | 


In Pacific With 


CORP. ROMEO COLLAMATI | 


Navy, Marines | 


Se een ee ot ee ent cee 


SEAMAN JOSEPH COLLAMATI | 
i 


SOUTH BELLINGHAM — Word Shoemaker, Calif, last stop before f 


has reached Mr. and Mrs. Arduino 
Collamati of Locust street that both 
their sons, Corp. Romeo Collamati, 
marine, and Joseph Collamati, sea- 
man, 1/¢, are seeing action | in the 
Pacific. 


Joseph, husband of Mrs. Yvonne 
(Gendron) Collamati, has one son, 
land entered the service Oct. 27, 
1943..He took his boot training at 
Sampson,:N. Y., and was stationed 
there for a year. His next base was 
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Sgt. Gaudette, 19, 
Given Air Medal’ 


SOUTH BELLINGHAM—Leo B 
Gaudette, 19, son of Mr. and Mrs: 
William Gaudette, RF.D. 1, has 
been promoted to the rank of ser~ 
geant and awarded the Air medal, 
according to a recent announce- 
ment by Maj. Gen. . Howard (C: 
Davidsoh, comanding general, 10th, 
air force. 

A fadio. operator for a combat! 
cargo group of the 10th air force; 
that operates against the. Japs..in: 
the India-Burma theatre, Sergeant’ 
Gaudette has been in service iF 
months, having spent the past three | 
months in this theatre. 

He was a student at Bellingham’ 
high school at ‘the time of his in- | 
‘duction. 
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his duty in the Pacific. 

Romeo enlisted Feb. 27, 1943. Hisi: 
preliminary training was taken at}! 
Parris Island. N. C. He attended ; 
quartermaster school in New Riv-) 
er, I N. C., and received further train- 
ing at Cherry Point. Upon comple- | 
tion of his course he was trans-. 
ferred to Carvallis, Ore. He was: 
stationed at Miramar, Calif. just: 
before he went into the Pacific. - ; 

They were both formerly employ- 
ed in their father’s grocery . busl-j 
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Wave MacFarlane | 
On Duty Tn Capital | 


'(Spestal To The Woonsocket’Caf) 


WASHINGTON, DS's Nett j3o4 
Among the wormén reservists now! 
;on duty with the navy in -the na- | 
‘tion’s capital, releasing a man to. 
fight at sea with the fleet, is Miriam | 
Helen MacFarlane, seaman second | 
class, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.: 
i Duncan MacFarlane of Mechanic 
seer Bellingham, Mass. 

| Wave MacFarlane was ‘Sworn in 
tak. a member of.the women’s re- 
serve of the U. S. naval reser: - Rage! 
jAug. 1 of, this year and she is °. 
_Stationed. at the Bureau of Laval 
‘ Personnel: 

She reported for duty here. on. 
Oct, 3 after. completing her, recruit! 
| training a at USS. Hunter céllege; ' 
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Chamberland Win 


- “EDWARD CHAMBERLA AND” 


Staff Sergeancy- 


' SOUTH BELLINGHAM os Staff | 
sergeant stripes were won. “by Ed- | 
ward. Chamberland recently, at his} 
overseas base. in Burma. Chamber- | 
‘land’ recently. at ‘his.overseas Save | 
‘in. Burma, Chamberland, son. of: 
Mrs, Fabian- Chamberland, Pulaski 
‘boulevard, is a radio operator and | 
has been overseas 15 months. : 
:. Winner of the Distinguished: Fly-: 
‘ing Cross, Air medal and oak leaf | 
‘cluster he entered the ‘service | in: 
‘February, 1942. He took: his prelim- | 
‘inary training at Atlantic: ‘City. N. 
fd. He. is a eis ot earn | 
jhigh school, » 
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Od mre Cam 
BellinghamGunner'| 


Pane eo ie aerial gun- 
ner on an Invader medium bomber, 
Sgt. Kenneth A, Reid, 23, son of 5 
7Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Reid of! 
| South Main street, has been award- 
fed the second oak leaf cluster to; 
‘(the air “medal for “meritorious | 
‘| achievement” while participating in} 
‘| bombing missions...over western} 
‘| Germany, it was learned today, 
| A member of the 416th bombard- 
i ment group of the 9th air force, 
| Sergeant Reid hes flown more than 
20 missions. A graduate of Belling- | 


ham high school, he was inducted 
at Fort Devens on Aug. 28, 1942; 
'' Prior ‘to entering service, he was. 
, -employed by Johnson putea ten 
j Inc. 


PVT. "ROMEO. Re ‘SWECK . : is 


‘Gaines daa “somewhere: in New: 


sree 


Ati ti 


At the saive time, Mr, and Mrs.) 
Halgey’ Staples of. South © Belling 
i ham received word that their sop, 
i Sgt. George Staples, ‘a’ foriidt 
i Franklin: high school student, hadi 


+ First’ Lt Roy. Be ‘Belcher: * “who has 
ously ill: and has been. ‘ho: 
>; has - been re> 


Sérgean ‘Staples has /been Jn the 
South: s Faeiae ‘area for. 


oy SOLDIER. A SAILOR AND A MARINE. 
Paul Robidoux of Wrentham street, Belling ham. 


Cpl, Leo is now on Okinawa, and has been overseas three years. 


‘are’ “the” ontribution ‘of Mr. and Mrs.’ 
Pfc. ‘Roland (left), 
-USAAF 14 months and is stationed at, Fresna? Calif; Paul,’seamon 2/c; (center), hus: 
_ band of the former Cecile Boisseau, is attached to the: Seabees at Camp. Endicott, and. 3 


First Sergeant Ida R.Estes is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Estes of Scott Hill Road, Bellingham 
MA. She was one of the first WAAC, 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corp, in 
the country to be sworn in. This 
later became WAC, Women’s Army 
Corp, giving the women all the 
benefits of soldiers in the army of 
the United States. . She was sent to 
Cook’s and Baker’s School and was 
stationed at Moody Field in 
Valdosta, Georgia While there, she 
served as a baker, company clerk, 
and clerk typist. She served for 3 
years in the air corps. 
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Brune a ee . Leave, | 
‘Boot he rane OF ‘mpleted | 


. BELLING HAM__William Nor-| 
> mand: ‘Bruneau, seaman 2/c, has: 
i completed::. -his- boot training at 


| Sampson, N. Yo and has. been grant- 
ed leave, : at. was. announced today. 
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DFC Awarded: 
Bellingham ( GI 


SOUTH BELLINGHAM... = . Sgt. 
‘| Edward Chamberland, “ gon: OL 
‘Fabian © Chamberland of ‘California. 
avenue, was the recipient of the Air 
medal and the Distinguished Bly- 
-ing. ‘Cross, it was disclosed todg 

Sergeant Chamberland, stationed | 
overseas, sent home the papers stat: 
ing that the medals were, awarded 
to. him for “meritorious * achieve; 
ment while participation in. opera= 
tional flights totaling more than 200 
hours in unarmed, heavily loaded | 
transport ,airplanes, during. which 
| exposure to enemy fires was Prob-| 
able and: expected.” ane 

Sergeant. Chamberland, a adic 
operator in the army air corps, ‘has: 
been ‘serving overseas” for “a year. 
He was graduated from Bellingham 
school in 1942 and as a ‘civilian’ 
was employed at the Taft-Peirce 
Manufacturing company. He’ en-) 
\ tered the service, Feb. 25, 1943. ts 
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‘Bellingham Air Student: 
‘Claims New Sit-Ups Mark 


; LOGAN, Utah, Sept. 17 (UP) 
|_Kenneth A. Reid of Belling- 


ham, Mass., aviation student of 


the 318th College Training De- 


| tachment at the Utah State Agvi-} 


cultural College, today claimed 
ithe national record record for 
consecutive sit-ups .after a two 


hour and ten minute session .in 


li which: he performed 2500 of the 
exercises. 

“The new record exv:eeded b 
1300 the old record set up Ja; 
week by Second Lieut. Victor S, 
slowski, engineering officer. 
ae the Mountain Home Air Base} 
in ‘Idaho. ; 
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BERTRAND -‘REMILLARD ... 
aviation machinist's mate 2/ce, 
had been serving on the U. 8. S./ 
Ommaney Bay, reported lost re) 
cently, it was announced by his: 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. - Wilfrid; 
Remillard, of Scott Hill road,) 
Bellingham, .No word”-has. yet; 
been received by the family: (.'! 


jean underneath directly amid- Me Aer as 5 
‘Ships, but: both passed clear, Bombs} “RAYMOND A. GAGNON 
2m, top, but’ one dropped | 2 ae 

enough | to spring a few ser 1s, 
lit ope 


: Gh) akes; ose 
‘the ‘ship’ at New “Caledonia. 
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‘Kiernan, Pacific” ‘| 
Vet, Is Promoted | 


FRANKLIN—Word has been re- | 
ceived from Vincent P. Kiernan of | 
his promotion from private, first. ; 
class to that of corporal in the | 
marine corps. 
Corporal Kiernan is somewhere: 
on’an sland ‘in the Pacific. He en- 
‘ listed in the marines in November, ; 
_ 1943 and received his boot train-,/ 
ing at Parris Island, S. C: and New: 
River, N. C. He is with the offices 
personnel. bi 
Kiernan has a ree Henry, | 
staff sergeant in the medical branch | 
somewhere in Italy, who has been’ ; St 
in the army service for four years) INFANTRYMAN rons spentling 
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(seen BELLINGHAM : MASS, 


and has been overseas for’ 22) 14: ay furlough ‘from, duties ¥a t: bdo sLudien “Brunet, 
months. Both boys are graduates “For Ord, . oft ia Pvt Mt oy | Kis? ; 
of the Franklin high school and Staples, | oe Ritts octane 
are the sons of Mr, and Mru.- Wil- i Balsey: ‘pis ¥ sclahtely “As? sa eee Ona $ 
liam Kiernan, Caryville. Tok singhath ‘ Se 
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Ronald. Wilson, Letter ( hamp, 
Pens 200 Missives Each Week 


By HARLAND cooK ; i 

BELLINGHAM~—As far as I know 
the town of Bellingham has never 
had':a; champion in any line of. 
sports, but today in an interview} $% 
with. Ronald C. Wilson, 16, of Me- | % 
chanic street, I think 1 have eT 
covered a champion in the letter 
writing field. 

Ronald has a brother, Sgt. Wesley 
H. Johnson, stationed somewhere | 
in the South Pacific and this letter j 
writing started when Ronald began 
penning to several of his brother's | 
chums. 

At the present time Ronald is: 
communicating with more than a 
hundred men in all branches of the 
service and stationed all over the 
world. 


200 Letters Weekly 


He writes about 200 letters a 
week and has received more than 
2,000 letters in return as well as 
many interesting souvenirs. Ronald 
is employed in Boston by the Bos- 
ton Ice company and commutes 
each day between his home and 
Boston, which of necessity makes 
his working day a long one. But} 
each night he starts writing in; 
long hand, taking only time out 
for a lunch and writes until almost; 
midnight. | 

He estimates that he spends ‘$io! 
a week for postage, as many of his! 
letters contain jokes and clippings 
and cost as much as 25 cents each’ 
to mail. 

During the air raid observation: 
Ronald served as an observer an 
was one of the most faithful on th 
job. never missing one of his duty 
periods and has a medal given him 
by the air service command for, 
1,000 hours of duty. 


Expects To Enlist 


He is the son of Mr. and ie 
William J. Wilson of ‘Mechanic: 
street. His father is a foreman in: 
one of the Milford shoe shops en- 
gaged in making army shoes, and: 
his mother worked until a recent; 
illness in the same shop. 

He has a younger brother, Rus- 
sell J. Wilson. Ronald expects to} 
‘enlist in the merchant marine serv- 
ice as soon as he is 17. 

Every night he can be seen on: 
his way’ to the post office with an: 
armful: of mail and is by far the/ 
best gustomer, that se local poy 


office ; Nass 500%; ’ Pier ahs ‘ : is Ae 


‘PFC. WALTER, HOGARTH ; 


tht 


Harland Roger Cook, who is sta- 
tioned with the Air Force in Japan. 
has been promoted to a sergeant, ac-: 
cording to word .received by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harland. 
Cook, Mechanic oreele 


. Shae he. was:  iprmeay 


FIELD ARTILLERY tae Pvt, Gov i 
seph E, Pouliot is somewhere in : 
’ France with the field artillery. Aj 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Pou- ; 
liot, he has .been “in the service - 
13 months, His, wife, the former ° 
Ruth. Chamberland, -Yesides. in, 
Bridgeport, Conn: 3 : bie 


has been ‘received: that ae 
J... Hogarth, “son.of,« Mr, van 
Ww. eh Hogarth’ ot Goverho 
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boys’ work secretary “at the cco 


nis OPORRE d 


“These “American “doughboys * can 
‘keep’ their mouths shut, take: At, ‘on, 
“the. e¢hin, “and: still “remember | to: 
“keep, the. “folks.” back ;/home , free 
from: worry over. their. welfare. 

“No. stronger example * can --be 
found than. that of the “Pive: 
Musketeers,” who include’ one 
Bellingham’ and four . Franklin, 
young soldiers “who went: ae 
service together, trained together, 
‘and aré fighting side by side, first | 
in France, and now in Germany. 

: Week to week, encouraging - lets | 
ters home have beer “received by 
their. folks.: Everybody » was Z| 


‘and “things are always ‘quiet’ in 
' their letters, and they. even, casual-| 
‘dy speak of “rest” and “things be- 
ing awfully dead” i in.’ nel undis- | ° 
‘closed areas 
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. Yesterday, the masterpiece of | 
“Yankee attitude towards. America | 
“on the fighting | front was: ais ; 
by : Mr. ae Mrs, Fred Rhodes of, regen aa 
, South Bellingham. from : their - son, | ; 5 
i Corp. Stephen Rhodes, one of the | CORP. STEPHEN RHODES 
"Five Musketeers.” ss 
“I am sending home the 1e Puirple 
Heart)” laconically writes the for- | 
mer Franklin high school student. ; 
"J got it for sticking my. head pa 
of a foxhole. Got a scratch on my | 
nose. Lucky it was my. head or 
j 
{ 


else it might have been serivus.” 


The news was a tremendous sur-| 
prise. to the family, for no previous} 
notification of his wounds had been! 
received. On top of that, the other! 
members: of the Musketeers had/ 
religiously kept. the secret, for the 
families night after. night exchange: 
news from, their sons, and not.a 
mention was made. - 


Rhodes previously has been 
awarded the Bronze Star for 
bravery in’ France. Not a word: 
of the circumstance has been re-| 
ceived- by the family, but other 
Musketeers tell of how they have) 
képt communication lines intact: 
without a single interruption sitce: 
D-day, and of the sleepless days | 
and nights in the fight towards: 
Berlin. 

The five—-Rhodes, Paul Erler,) =" . ‘ 
ey Mucciarone, © Phil: Mes-: AVIATION STUDENT... Car- 
sere, and Louis Nasuti were joined) roll F. White is enjoying a fur- 
shortly after the invasion by Staff : : 

Sgt. Nicholas Mucciarone, “Ninny” | lough at the home of his parents, 
was’ subsequently reported killed | 
_in,.action, but not a word of the} 
loss has” been intimated by the | 


LIEUT. ELMER AMBLER 


Pon 


Pilot of. a “C47 hap éarrier t 

brought. ‘Yanks; into: France on hat 

day. and: ‘to: ‘Holland later, First j 

Lieut: ‘Elmer® Ambler: of Belling- 

ham ‘hee’: ‘written his sister in| 

mera that: ‘his ‘plane carries | 
rafts made ‘in this city. 

‘ Wide ‘distribution’ of the raf 
fade, at thesU;*S. Rubber company 
plant - in, Fairmount. street would | 
keep’: ‘the “eoincidence, from’ being 
iost unusual,- excepting that Tae! 
tenant :/Ambler’s.... brother-in-law 
‘works on‘ the‘rafts in’ ‘the plant. Also 
‘that “the ‘pilot’ Visited: the plant just { 
before: ‘going ‘Overseas. ° 


PAE that. time He was-a ‘gue t of 
management. and toured the? of the 
inspecting. the’ warious war products, | 
seed g the type, of raft which he} 
ae epends;on: to“ Save’ his’ lite. 
should) the: -troap carrier: plane. ever | 
Mechanic street, Bellingham, orsed down’ into. the:sea, 0 


Mass. White is now stationed at A Bon: ee) ‘Mr, and. ‘Mrs: H. “H. Am. 


| tight-lipped Musketeers. ler. “Mechanic ‘str 

t Shaw field, South Carolina, a ‘5 anic’istreet,’, Bellingham 

ahs odes: is . still. with his “bud- | catt- |. e 21 year-old ‘pilot wrote his sis- 
a asic flying training school, wa | ve Mrs. Dorothea Spas, 176 B on 


Bit is ‘evident from letters re.) : -flight 
ing to be transferred to pre-flig stone street, whose ‘husband, Stan- | 


cdived,: “and the. “seratch!’ did not} 

take chim out. ‘of /active’ -service, | training. ter ee sand ah oh 43 employe at the Fair- 
since - he 3 ‘pow believed to be in ‘al Plant. The flier holds the 
Navila Foi fer hd op ; 9 air medal and 4s now in France, 
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Mr, and. Mrs, Ralph G. White, of 
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On May 20, 2012, The Bellingham Historical Com- 
mission had its annual “open house” at the museum. At 
this time, the Commission presented its Certificate of 
Appreciation to Franco Tocchi for his past and present 
volunteer work at the museum. The certificate was pre- 
sented by Selectman Daniel Spencer. 

Franco has researched information for the “Com- @ 
ments” and has written an article. For the restoration of 
the basement in the museum, Franco helped clear the 
items out and helped return them when the job was 
complete. 

Franco, a student at Worcester State University, 
has spent many volunteer hours in the museum and he 
continues to do so 

We thank Franco for all that he has done. 


Daniel Spencer Franco Tocchi 


Jonathan Pare is a senior at Bellingham High School. To 
earn his Eagle Scout Badge, he had to create a project to 
set up, work on, and accomplish. Jon presented his 
ideas at a meeting of the Wilcox Cemetery Association. 
He wanted to do some clean-up work and make some | 
improvements in the cemetery located on Lake Street. | 

He gathered the needed materials and organized | 
his troop to help on the project. On Sunday, July 29, Jon 
and his troop worked in the cemetery replacing some of | 
the rods in the fence and painting them. A dead birch | 
stand was cut down and cut into lengths for disposal. | 
The grass was mowed and Jots were cleaned. The final 
touch was a Wilcox Cemetery sign which was attached 
to a post at the front of the cemetery. 

Many compliments have been received on how 
beautiful the cemetery looked upon the completion of 
the project. 

The Association thanks Jonathan for a fine effort, 
so that he could receive his Eagle Scout Badge. 


Jonathan Pare 10 


PRESIDENTAL ELECTION SLOGANS 


With The 2012 presidential election fast approaching, 
we thought it would be interesting to look at some of 
the slogans from previous presidential elections and 
other unimportant information. 


1840 - Tippecanoe and Tyler too: William Henry Harri 
son, President; John Tyler, Vice President 

1844 — 54-40 Or fight: James Polk 

1844 — Who is James Polk: Henry Clay 

1848 — For president of the people: Zachary Taylor 
1852 - We Polked you in ’44. We shall Pierce you in 
‘S2 '44 refers to Polk as President. 

1856 — Free soil, Free labor, Free Speech, Free men, 
Fremont. Fremont did not win. 

1860 - Vote yourself a farm: Abraham Lincoln. 

1864 — Don’t swap horses in midstream: Abraham 
Lincoln 

1900 ~ Four more years of a full dinner pail: William 
McKinley 

1916 — He kept us out of war: Woodrow Wilson 
1920 — Return to normalcy: Warren Harden 

1924 — Keep Cool and Keep Coolidge: Calvin Coolidge 
1928 — A chicken in every pot and a car in every 
garage: Herbert Hoover 

1932 - Happy Days are Here Again: Franklin Roosevelt 
1944 -Don’t swap horses in midstream: Franklin 
Roosevelt 

1948 — Pour it on ‘em, Harry: Harry Truman 

1952 —| like Ike: Dwight D. Eisenhower 

1956 — | still like Ike: Dwight D. Eisenhower 

1960 ~ A time for greatness: John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
1964 — All the way with LBJ: Lyndon Johnson 

1976 - He’s making us proud again: Gerald Ford 

1976 - Aleader for a change: Jimmy Carter 

1984 — Are you better off than you were 4 years ago?: 
Ronald Reagan 

1984 - America needs a change: Walter Mondale 
1988 —A kinder, gentler, nation: George H. W. Bush 
1992 — Putting people first: William Clinton 

1992 — Ross for Boss: Ross Perot 

1996 — The better man for a better America: Bob Dole 
2000 — Government of, by, and for the people... not 
the moneyed interests: Ralph Nader 

2004 - A safer world and a more hopeful America: 
George W. Bush 

2004 — Let America be America again: John Kerry 
2008 — Country First: John McCain 

2008 - Yes we can: Barack Obama 
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PRESIDENTIAL ODDITIES 


john Adams, 2™ president, expressed a desire to 
live until July 4,1826 — the 50" anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence. The morning of 
July 4, he slipped into a coma. That afternoon he 
momentarily came to and moments before his 
death uttered the following words; “Jefferson 
survives”, He was wrong Thomas Jefferson died 
earlier that morning. 


President Cleveland, 22" and 24" president, was 
the only president to serve a first term, leave of- 
fice then four years later be elected to a second 
term. . 


President Garfield, 20" president, could simulta- 
neously write Latin with one hand and Greek with 
the other while playing a Mozart composition. 


President Harding, 29" president, kept his ro- 
mantic trysts in a closet outside the presidential 
office. 


President Jackson, 7" president, was very jealous 
of his honor and had a short temper. He once 
killed a man who had cast an unjustified slur on 
his wife Rachael. 


President Madison, 4" president, stood about 5 
feet 4 inches tall and weighed less than 100 
pounds. He was so short, he was not always no- 
ticed when he entered a room. Because of this, 
“Hail to the Chief” was written to draw attention 
to him. 


President Pierce, 14” president was arrested 
while in office for running over and old woman 
with a horse. The case was dropped when it was 
discovered that the woman was drunk and 
should not have been riding a horse in the first 
place. . 


Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32" president was the 
only president to be elected for more than two 
terms. He was elected for four terms, however, 
he died shortly into his fourth term. After which 
the twenty second Constitutional Amendment 
was passed to prevent any president from being 
elected to more than two terms. 


PRESIDENTIAL FIRSTS 


George Washington and James Monroe were the only 
two presidents who were unopposed. 


The word “booze” came into the language from a William 
Henry Harrison campaign item — a miniature log cabin 
filled with whiskey bottled by the E. C. Booz Distillery. 

Harpers Weekly cartoonist Thomas Nast first used the 
elephant to represent the Republicans during the cam- 


paign of 1876. 


The 1948 Republican Convention was the first to be 
televised. 


Richard Nixon was the first to stump in all fifty states. 
The Nixon — Kennedy debate was the first to be televised. 


John Tyler was the first president to give an inaugural 
address. 


Lyndon Johnson was the first president to appoint an 
African American to serve in his cabinet. 


Franklin Roosevelt was the first president to appoint a 
woman to serve in his cabinet. 


Franklin Roosevelt was the first to appear on a television 
broadcast. 


Bill Clinton was the first president to be a Rhodes Scholar. 


Rutherford Hayes was the first to use a telephone while in 
office. 


John Adams was the first president to live in the White 
House. 


Andrew Jackson was the first president to ride on a train. 


Warren Harding was the first president to ride to his 
inauguration in an auto. 


James Madison was the first president to wear trousers, 
rather than breeches. 


John Quincy Adams was the only president elected to the 
House of Representatives after his presidency. 


James Carter was the first president to use his 
nickname as his official name. 
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PRESIDENTIAL NICK NAMES 


John Adams: “His Rotundity” The folds in the material 
at the bottom of his vest suggested his girth. 


Andrew Jackson: “Old Hickory” The name was given to 
him by his soldiers for being as tough as old hickory. 


Wm. Henry Harrison: “Gen..mum” He avoided speak- 
ing out on controversial issues during his election 
campaign, thus the nickname. 


Andrew Johnson: “The Tennessee Tailor” He was a 
tailor before he was a politician. 


James Garfield: “Boatman Jim” He worked on the Ohio 
canals in his younger years. 


Grover Cleveland: “His Obstinacy” He vetoed more 
bills than the first 21 presidents combined. 


James Polk: “Young Hickory” Nickname came about 
because he was a protégé of Old Hickory. 


Abraham Lincoln: “Ancient One” The name favored by 
White House insiders because of his “ancient wis- 


H 


dorm”. 


Theodore Roosevelt: “Hero of San Juan Hill” He led 
the Rough Riders up San Juan Hill during the battle of 
San Juan Hill during the battle of Santiago, Cuba. 


Chester Arthur: “The Dude President” He was known 
for his fancy clothes and extravagant luxury. 


Wm. Howard Taft: “Big Lub” This was a childhood 
nickname. 


Franklin Roosevelt “FDR” He preferred this name. 


Dwight Eisenhower: “ike” This was taken from his 
campaign slogan. 


John Kennedy: “JFK” abbreviation of his fullname. 

5 ta 
Lyndon Johnson: “LBJ” This is how he liked to be 
known 


Ronald Reagan: “Dutch” Name given to him as a 
baby by his father. 


William Clinton: “Bubba” Common nickname in 
the South. 


George W. Bush: “Dubya” was based on the 
Texas pronunciation of “W”, 


GHOSTS 

On July 13, a program sponsored by the Bel- 
lingham Library was held at the museum. Guest 
speaker was Jeff Belanger, author of the book 
Weird Massachusetts - your travel guide to Massa- 
chusetts local legends and best kept secrets. The 
museum was selected for this program because 
legend has it that a ghost of a former librarian lives 
in the museum, and in the past, this ghost has made 
her presence known. (See next page) 

Jeff's program started on the lawn where 
adults and teens sat on an array of blankets. 

Jeff told of haunted places he has been 
while he was researching material for the books 
that he has written. Some of these places are in 
nearby towns. His experiences were not just in this 
country but in Europe as well, 

He explained what it is like to wait for signs 
of a ghost that someone claims haunts a piace. 
These signs may be a noise, furniture moving , other 
odd happenings, or actually seeing the ghost itself. 

He also played a tape of the voice of a for- 
mer librarian who had experiences with some of the 
ghost’s activities. 

The audience was then divided into two 
groups and brought into the museum one group at 
atime. 

Here Jeff showed several instruments that 
are used to detect hot areas that indicate where 
ghosts may have been. Individuals were given some 
of the instruments to hold while they walked 
around the museum but no hot spots were found. 


See 
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HALLOWEEN 


Halloween, Halloween 
Lanterns light the magic scene, 
Witches’ hats, 

Coal black cats, 

Broom stick riders, 

Mice and rats. 


The word Halloween comes from the words All 
Hallows’ Eve, and it is celebrated on the eve of 
October 31. All Hallows’ Eve was a time to 
celebrate the end of the harvest with bonfires, 
costumes, and masks to ward off the evil spirits 


The tradition of wearing costumes dates back 
hundreds of years. On Halloween Eve, when it 
is believed that ghosts came back to the earthly 
world, the people thought that ghosts would 
not recognize them if they were in costume. 
They, also, left a bowl of food outside the door 
to appease the ghosts. 


Trick or treat came about from the early days 
when the poor would go about on Hallowmas, 
November 1, begging for food. The trick or 
treat practice didn’t come about in the United 
States until the mid 1900’s. 


Thus, we have children dressing in costumes 
often times scary, going from house to house 
asking for treats. If no treat is given, the chil- 
dren will usually play a trick on the individual. 


Everything scary often becomes part of Hallow- 
een celebration. We have witches, black cats, 
spiders, mice, ghosts, etc. 


Today Americans spend an estimated six billion 
dollars each year on Halloween. One quarter of 
all the candy sold each year in America is pur- 
chased for Halloween. 
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True Tales of HAUNTS and SPOOKS 
Of Days Gone BY 
BELLINGHAM Ghost Stories 


It is unique in its own way, that Bellingham is 
“loaded” with ghost or haunting stories. it may seem 
ridiculous to some but it is true just the same. 

In the Woonsocket Call some time ago a story ap- 
peared about strange goings on in the Center Library. 


Here’s another about the Library --- 

“The Librarian was out when this scene took place 
while three ladies saw it happen. One of the ladies was 
referring to the filing cabinet near the entrance and they 
noticed the doorknob turn but no one opened the door 
to come in. As the door had expanded from the humidi- 
ty, one lady hurried to assist in opening the sticking door 
while the other ladies watched, only to discover that no 
one was outside trying to get in. Now these people are 
not blind, so who was trying to get in”. 

“Believe it or not” 


POOL RIE RAS RIDA AS 


Linda Zazza 
More Library True Tales 


The unabridged dictionary which was on a stand in 
the library was left closed when the library was closed 
for the day. When the staff opened the library the next 
day, the dictionary was closed. Chairs were also moved 
from the places where they were left the day before. 


One little girl who was sitting at a table down stairs 
in the library's Children’s felt a tap on her shoulder as 
someone said “excuse me”. When she turned around, 
there was no one there. 


A gentleman who visited the museum a short time 
ago related that he heard the ghost speak but he did not 
see her while he was in the library with his mother. (Yes, 
the ghost is a woman) 


Peter M. Morelli 

The members of the Historical Commis- 
sion were saddened by the death of Peter 
on August 2, 2012. Peter served on the 
Commission for six years and could 
always be depended upon to contribute 
to our projects. He had a _ vast 
knowledge of antique construction 
equipment and farm equipment. 


Peter also was a member of the Planning 
Board at the time of his death. He also 
served as a selectman in the past. He 
was often asked for his input on various 
town projects. 


His time and input were of value to the 
success of the Commission. His 
presence will surely be missed. 


MAIL BOX 


Remembering all the classmates of 
Bellingham High School graduation 
class of 1945. 

Jack Tuttle 


To y’all at the Bellingham Historical 
Commission. 
My wife and J are still alive and kicking 
here in Sarasota, Florida. We continue 
to enjoy receiving/reading your 
publication. 
‘If you can do so kindly pass on my 
regards to the Bellingham Council on 
Aging staff. 

Eugene and Marie Trudeau 


The Commission is always looking for 
items to display in the museum and 
articles that can be used in the 
Crimpville Comments. 


DEATHS 


Joseph P. Abbis 
Robert Andrews 
Anthony Anzalone 
Annie Bina 
Bernard Cyr 
Kathleen Dill 
Donna Dunbar 
Carl A. Estes 
Leo Fleury 
Robert Gill 
Beverly Gray 
Rita Gouin 
Marion Grover 
Norma Chase Houghton 
Helen Kunikowski 
Charles Leeds 
George Lonoue 
Amelia Olbrys 
John Ollenborger 
Juliette Pinsonneault 
Virginia Racicot 
Estelle Richer 
Peter Rowe 
Mary Schroeder 
Melba Scotten 
Sylvia Tocchi 


DONATIONS 


Gordon Curtis 
Patrick Leonard 
June Merrick 
Anita Petrosky 
John Tuttle, Sr. 
Eugene Trudeau 


Books 
The Eldredge Family 
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Y NO MATTER WHO WINS, 
WITHOUT A DOUBT, 
FOUR YEARS FROM KNOW 
WE'LL WANT ‘EM OUT, 


